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PUBLIC NOTICE 
DOCTORAL PROGRAM IN BIOMEDICINE 

Joint Program of the University of Aveiro and NOVA University Lisbon 
12th Edition 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2026/2027 
 

1. ALLOCATION OF VACANCIES 
 Vacancies available for the 1st call: 

 UA1: 8 vacancies; 
 FCM|NMS/UNL2: 20 vacancies. 

 Vacancies available for the 2nd call: 
 UA: 12 vacancies, plus any vacancies not filled in the 1st call, if applicable. 
 FCM|NMS/UNL: any vacancies not filled in the 1st call, if applicable. 

 
2. APPLICATION CALENDAR 

  
1st Call 2nd Call 

  

Application 
submission 

June 23 to July 3 
August 24 to September 

21 

Interview 
To be scheduled between  

July 13 and 17 
To be scheduled between  

October 6 and 8 

Admission decision By July 21 By October 12 

Submission of appeals July 21 to 24 October 13 to 23 

Enrollments July 27 to 31 October 26 to 30 

Placement of 
waitlisted candidates 

To be determined To be determined 

 
3. ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
3.1. The following applicants may apply to the Doctoral Program in Biomedicine: 

a) Holders of a master’s degree, or legal equivalent, in Biomedical Sciences, Medicine, 
Biology, Molecular and Cellular Biology, Biochemistry, Biological Engineering, 
Biomedical Engineering, Genetics, or similar fields; 

b) Holders of a higher education degree obtained abroad in the fields referred to in 
subparagraph a), awarded following a 2nd cycle of studies organized in accordance 
with the principles of the Bologna Process by a country participating in that process. 

 
 
 

 
1 University of Aveiro. 
2 NOVA Medical School | Faculdade de Ciências Médicas da Universidade NOVA de Lisboa. 
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3.2. Applicants who hold an especially relevant academic or scientific curriculum may also                    
apply to the Doctoral Program in Biomedicine³, provided that such curriculum is recognized by 
the Scientific Council of the partner institution receiving the application and by the respective 
Jury for the Analysis, Evaluation, Selection, and Ranking of Applications as demonstrating the 
capacity to complete this cycle of studies. 
 
4. APPLICATION PROCEDURE (ONLINE) 
4.1    Submission of applications:  

applications must be submitted exclusively online, through the academic platform 
provided for this purpose: 
a) UA: http://paco.ua.pt 
b) FCM|NMS/UNL: https://candidaturas.nms.unl.pt 

 
4.2    Documentos necessários à instrução do processo: 

a) Motivation letter (maximum length of 2 pages); 
b) Curriculum Vitae (maximum length of 10 pages); 
c) Letters of recommendation, maximum of 2; 
d) Copy of personal identification document or passport. In the event of objection to the 

reproduction of the identification document, the document must be presented in 
person to the competent services of the partner institution receiving the application 
by the last business day of the application submission period; 

e) Copy or copies of the certificate or certificates of qualifications listed in the Curriculum 
Vitae, including postgraduate training, if applicable: 
i. indicating the respective final grade; 

ii. issued in Portuguese or English, or accompanied by a certified translation into 
Portuguese or English 

In the case of academic degrees and higher education diplomas awarded by foreign higher 
education institutions, the respective foreign diplomas must be issued by the official 
educational authority of the relevant country and recognized by the Portuguese diplomatic or 
consular authorities or bear the apostille of the Hague Convention.  

The copy or copies of the document or documents recognizing or equating foreign 
qualifications to Portuguese qualifications⁴, where available, are optional. 
 

f) Documents proving the professional experience described in the Curriculum Vitae, 
namely statements issued by employers indicating the duties performed, the nature 
of the employment relationship, and the duration of the activity, in the case of an 
applicant covered by section 3.2 above, namely an applicant who does not hold a 
master’s degree or legal equivalent. 

The Jury may, at any time, request additional documentation or original documents to verify, 
clarify, or supplement the information contained in the application and to confirm compliance 
with the admission requirements. 
 

 
 

 

_______________________ 
³ As provided for in subparagraph c) of paragraph 1 of article 30 of Decree-Law no. 74/2006, of March 24, as amended by Decree-Law no. 65/2018, of August 16, 
and subparagraph c) of paragraph 1 of article 54 of the University of Aveiro Study Regulations, as well as subparagraph c) of paragraph 1 of article 11 of Regulation 
no. 320/2015 of FCM|NMS/UNL. 
⁴ Decree-Law no. 66/2018, of August 16, or Ministerial Order no. 33/2019, of January 25, as amended by Ministerial Order no. 43/2020, of February 14. 
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5. EVALUATION CRITERIA, SELECTION PROCESS, RANKING AND FINAL CLASSIFICATION OF 

APPLICATIONS 
5.1 The evaluation, selection, and ranking of applications shall be carried out according to the 
following parameters: 
 

a) Curricular Assessment (AC) – (0 a 20 points): 100% of the Final Score (CF), resulting 
from the following formula: 

AC = (0,5 x CA) + (0,5 x CP) 
Definitions: 
CA – Academic Curriculum Currículum (0 a 20 points): the quantitative grade of the 
respective qualifications shall be considered, with an increase where the applicant 
holds one or more postgraduate qualifications or scholarships, provided that such 
bonus does not result in a score exceeding the maximum of the applicable scale. 
CP – Professional Curriculum (0 a 20 points): motivation and recommendation letters, 
duration and nature of professional duties performed, provided they are documented 
by an employment contract or carried out as self-employment in the scientific field of 
the Doctoral Program, published articles/awards, provided they are in the scientific 
field of the study cycle, and participation in conferences/seminars/research projects 
shall be considered. 
 

b) In cases where the Jury deems it necessary, an Individual Interview (EI), may also be 
required as complementary criteria. In such cases, Final Score (CF) formula shall be 
adapted accordingly as follows: 

CF = (0,5 x AC) + (0,5 x EI) 
 
  The following criteria and weightings shall be applied in the Individual Interview: 

i. Motivation to undertake the Doctoral Program — 25% 
ii. Motivation to undertake the Doctoral Program — 25% 

iii. Attitude, expression, and communication skills — 25% 
iv. Scientific culture – 25% 

 
5.1. The Final Score (CF) of the application shall be presented to the hundredths and shall 

result from the Final Score (CF) calculated under subparagraphs a) or b) of the 
preceding section, as applicable. 
 

5.2. A Final Score equal to or greater than 14.00, on a scale of (0 to 20 points), is required for 
admissibility. 
 

5.3.  Applicants shall be ranked in descending order of Final Score. 
 

5.4. The result of the application shall be expressed by one of the following designations: 
a) “Admitted – Placed” – application with a Final Score equal to or greater than 14.00 

points, ranked within the limit of available places; 
b) “Admitted – Not Placed (Waitlisted)” – application with a Final Score equal to or 

greater than 14.00 points, ranked below the last placed applicant, which may be 
called in the event of withdrawal by “Admitted — Placed” applicants; 

c) “Excluded” – candidatura com Classificação Final inferior a 14,00 valores; 
 
5.5. In the event of a tie in the final score of the last “Admitted — Placed” applicant, the tie 

shall be broken based on the score awarded to the Academic Curriculum (CA) and, if 
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necessary, the score awarded to the Professional Curriculum (CP). 
 
 
6. EXCLUSION OF APPLICANTS 
The Jury is responsible for deciding on applications. Applications shall be excluded where they: 

a) Do not meet the “Admission Requirements” set out in (section 3); 
b) Do not comply with the “Application Procedure” set out in (section 4);  
c) Do not attend the individual interview, if summoned for one, under subparagraph b) of 

section 5.1); 
d) Provide false statements. 

 
7. NOTIFICATION OF APPLICANTS 
7.1. All communications, including any changes to the application calendar and summonses, 

shall be sent individually to each applicant at the email address provided at the time of 
application. 
 

7.2. Communication of results: 
a) UA: the application result may be consulted at http://paco.ua.en; 
b) FCM|NMS/UNL: the result shall be communicated individually to each applicant at the 

email address provided at the time of application. 
 

8. SUBMISSION OF APPEALS 
8.1. Appeals must be duly reasoned and addressed in writing to the Chair of the Jury of the 

respective partner institution, within the deadlines established for this purpose in section 
2, to the following email address: 

a) UA: cs.secretaria@ua.pt; 
b) FCM|NMS/UNL: admissions@nms.unl.pt. 

 
8.2. If an appeal is upheld and a “Not Admitted” applicant becomes “Admitted — Placed,” an 

additional place shall be created. 
 
9. FINAL PROVISIONS 
9.1. For all matters not expressly provided for in this Call for Applications, the applicable legal 

and regulatory provisions in force shall apply, and any omitted cases shall be resolved by 
the Management of the respective partner institution. 
 

9.2. The language of instruction of the Doctoral Program in Biomedicine is English. 
 

10.  ENROLLMENT AND REGISTRATION 
10.1. Placed applicants must complete enrollment and registration within the established 

deadlines. 
 

10.2. Registration is valid only for the academic year to which this Call for Applications refers. 
 

10.3. UA and FCM|NMS/UNL reserve the right not to make up classes in cases where the 
applicant’s enrollment/registration occurs after the beginning of the academic year for 
reasons not attributable to the partner institution. 
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10.4. Each year, until completion of the Doctorate, the student must complete registration at 
the respective institution and pay the respective fees, charges, and tuition within the 
deadlines established by that institution. 

 
11. TUITION FEES, CHARGES, AND ADMINISTRATIVE  
11.1. Academic year 2026/2027: 

Application fee 
UA: €20,00  

FCM|NMS/UNL: €51,00  

Enrollment/Registration fee 
UA: €55,00 

FCM|NMS/UNL: €35,00  

Student Insurance 
UA: €0,00 

FCM|NMS/UNL: €14,00  

Tuition fee 
National student: €2750,00 

Internacional student: €2750,00  
 

11.2. Application fee: Non-refundable and payable at the time of application. 
 

11.3. Enrollment / Registration Fee and Student Insurance: non-refundable, payable at the 
time of enrollment and registration. 

 
11.4. Annual Tuition Fees: 

a) UA: Interested parties who have applied or intend to apply for a study grant may 
enroll conditionally in each cycle of studies, without the obligation to pay tuition due 
until the date on which they are notified of the rejection decision, under the terms of 
article 14-A of the UA Study Regulations. 
 

b) FCM|NMS/UNL: Students who have submitted an application for a study grant may 
complete enrolment and registration without immediate payment of tuition, 
provided that, at the time of enrolment and registration, they declare, under honor 
commitment, that they are awaiting a decision on said application. In the event of 
total or partial rejection, the student undertakes to pay any outstanding tuition 
amount, under the terms and deadlines defined by the institution. All other students 
must pay the tuition fee in full at the time of enrolment and registration, or in 
installments, as follows: 

 National Student Internacional Student 
At enrollment and registration €825,00  €825,00  
By September 30, 2026 €215,00  €215,00  
By October 31, 2026 €215,00  €215,00  
By November 30, 2026 €215,00  €215,00  
By December 31, 2026 €215,00  €215,00  
By January 31, 2027 €215,00  €215,00  
By February 28, 2027 €215,00  €215,00  
By March 31, 2027 €215,00  €215,00  
By April 30, 2027 €215,00  €215,00  
By May 30, 2027 €205,00 €205,00 

 
 
 

11.5. Withdrawals: 
a) UA: Under the terms of paragraph 1 of article 14 of the UA Study Regulations, cancellation 

of enrollment must be requested by written application addressed to the Rector. 
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Payment of the 1st tuition installment is always due, as well as, where applicable, any 
other installments due to the date of the request. 

b) FCM|NMS/UNL: In the event of formal withdrawal, the provisions of the Tuition Fee 
Regulations in force shall apply. 
 

 
 

___________________________________________ 
Professor Doutora Mara Guadalupe Freire Martins 

Vice-Reitora da Universidade de Aveiro 

 
 

___________________________________________ 
Professor Doutor Pedro Manuel Sarmento Rodrigues Póvoa 

Diretor da Faculdade de Ciências Médicas | NOVA Medical School 

 


		2026-06-23T11:21:06+0100
	[Assinatura Qualificada] Pedro Manuel Sarmento Rodrigues Póvoa




